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The world has changed over the past several 
months and all of us at Coos SWCD have had 

to adapt during these unprecedented times. In 
March 2020, things around our beautiful state 
began to shut down, our world became       

uncertain and we started our ñnew normal.ò 
Like so many other agencies, we took the  
initial precautions and canceled our March 

2020 monthly board meeting, closed the    
office to the public and started working from 
home. As weeks passed, we watched with the 

rest of the world wondering what would    
happen next. We made the necessary           
adjustments to how we conduct business; 

Zoom meetings became the new norm,    
wearing face masks became a requirement, 

and ñsocial distancingò was the new way of 
life. Other events were canceled including the 

Coos County Fair 2020, so we were unable to 
do our normal outreach during the pandemic.  

During the summer months, with things     
cautiously opening back up, we are still   

available to assist landowners with their 
needs. Financial assistance is still available 
for projects. Our team is currently working 

with multiple landowners in developing and 
utilizing their resources to reduce soil erosion, 
conserve and improve water quality,        

maximize crop and forage production,         
improve fisheries habitat, and to support the 
economy of Coos County. 

Landowners looking for financial help with agricultural projects that have a direct benefit to 

watershed health can apply for up to $15,000 in assistance. Projects must have a direct benefit 

on improving in-stream process & function, fish passage, wetland & riparian process &    

function, road impact reduction, water quality & quantity and irrigation efficiency. 

The Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB) Small Grant Program provides up to 

$15,000 in Oregon Lottery funds for individual projects that help restore watershed elements 

such as creeks, rivers or wetlands. 

We submit the application for review on behalf of landowners. The review process usually 

takes less than 60 days and successful applicants have up to two years to complete the funded 

project. 

Please contact Coos SWCD at 541-396-6879 or email info@coosswcd.org to find out if your 

project qualifies. 

Covid-19 & Our New Normal 

Grants Available for Landownerôs Projects 

Collapsing culvert replaced 
with concrete slab bridge at 
a livestock crossing. 

Riparian fencing to exclude 
livestock from streams and 
protect riparian vegetation. 

Four-bay manure storage 
and composting facility  
installed at a local horse 
boarding operation. 
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ODA Scope of Work and District Operations Funds 

The above table demonstrates our Fiscal Year 2019-

2020 Scope of Work (SOW) and District Operations 

(DO) Capacity Funds budget and actual expenses for 

each quarter. SOW funds are used to provide technical 

assistance to landowners, promote water quality 

workshops, conduct monitoring, and develop grant 

proposals. DO grant funds are used for operating costs 

such as rent, utilities, bookkeeping,  and insurance. 

Funds to support Soil and Water Conservation District 

capacity have been appropriated by the Oregon 

Legislature to the Oregon Watershed Enhancement 

Board (OWEB). The funds appropriated for this 

purpose are from constitutionally dedicated State 

Lottery funds (Article XV, section 4b). Oregon Lottery 

Funds are dedicated under Ballot Measure 76 and 

awarded by OWEB to fund Oregon's Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts. The Oregon Department of 

Agriculture has established an agreement with the 

Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board for the 

distribution of grant funds to Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts. 
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Coos SWCD Annual Financial Review Fiscal Year 2019-2020 

Coos SWCD 2019-2020 Financial Report of Expenses: 
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Zone 1 

Adela Villers 
61456 Lower Mattson Road 
Coos Bay, OR 97420 
541.290.9650 

Zone 4 

Michael Clary 
53478 Old Broadbent Road 
Myrtle Point, OR 97458 
510.610.3007 

Zone 2 

Dan Pierce 
Secretary 
85091 North Bank Ln 
Coquille, OR 97423 
541.347.5110 

Zone 3 

Charlie Waterman 
Vice-Chairman 
87518 Davis Creek Lane 
Bandon, OR 97411 
541.347.3453 

Member at Large, Position #1 

Ernie Newton 
Treasurer 
1631 Bothwick Street 
Myrtle Point, OR 97458 
541.572.2589 

Member at Large, Position #2 

Mark Villers 
Chairman 
61456 Lower Mattson Road 
Coos Bay, OR 97420 
541.290.9650 

Zone 5 
Vacant 

Registered Agent 
Charlie Waterman 

Sharon Waterman 

Director Emeritus 
Gordon Ross 
Joe Cortez 
Ken Messerle 
Dan Varoujean 

District Manager 
Caley Sowers 
379 North Adams Street 
541.396.6879 

Office Manager 
Modena Thomas 
379 North Adams Street 
541.396.6879 

Pictured left to right: Michael Clary ~ Zone 4; Dan Pierce ~ Secretary, Zone 2, Local Rancher; 

Charlie Waterman ~ Vice Chairman, Zone 3, County  Planning Commission, Coos Forest 

Protective Association; Adela Villers ~ Zone 1, Veterinarian; Mark Villers ~ Chairman, Member 

at Large #2, owner of Blue Ridge Timber Co.; Ernie Newton ~Treasurer, Member at Large #1, 

Past President of Coquille Watershed Association 

Coos SWCD Board Members 

Coos SWCD Board Members & Staff 2019-2020 

Watershed Technical  
Specialist 
Meriel King 
379 North Adams Street 
541.396.6879 

Associate Directors 
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Coos SWCD Welcomes Our Newest Member to the Team 

Watershed Technical Specialist 
Mariel King 
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Coos Soil & Water Conservation District Office 

Our staff at Coos Soil & Water Conservation District consists of Caley Sowers, District Manager, 

Mariel King, Watershed Technical Specialist, and Modena Thomas, Office Manager. Our office is 

opened Monday through Friday 8:30am to 4:30pm or by appointment.  

My name is Mariel King. I was born in Texas, and mostly raised on the farmlands of Missouri   

before my family moved to Oregon in 2012. Over my eight years in Oregon I haven fallen in love 

with both the land and people here, and because of this I have decided to make it my lifeôs mission 

to foster a functional and sustainable relationship between these great people and the incredible 

land and resources they steward. To help me achieve this goal I went to Oregon State University 

where I received my Bachelorôs degree in Natural Resource Management and Sustainability.   

During my free time I enjoy hiking, cycling, kayaking, good conversations, and hanging out with 

my dog and partner. I am overjoyed to serve this community and I canôt wait to get to know you 

all!  



 

 

Coos Soil & Water Conservation District Project Updates - Two Years Later 

Two years later, the Offield Creek Riparian Enhancement Project is in good standing. This project 
is located off of Offield Creek, which feeds into Randolph Slough in the Coquille estuary. The    

primary problem with this site was the lack of established vegetation in the riparian area to provide 
any stream shade or bank stability. Through the implementation of 3,000 feet of riparian fencing, 
the livestock on the property are now completely excluded from the riparian areas of the Offield 

Creek main channel, channelized segments and connecting drainages on the Pierce Ranch Property. 
This has allowed for the riparian plantings implemented in 2017 to establish and prosper. The    
willows and cottonwoods continue to flourish in the area and are both well over 10 feet tall as of 

July 20, 2020 and both have a high survival rate. The establishment of these plants has               
subsequently helped shade out invasive species such as Himalayan blackberry and other noxious 
weeds from the riparian area. The site was regularly maintained by the owner through mowing and 

removal of invasive species. The site was monitored casually by Coos SWCD staff through the 
spring and summer of 2018 and 2019. There have not been any challenges maintaining this project. 
The project goal of improving streamside vegetation, stream shade, bank stabilization, and water 

quality are all being met. Another success for this project is that the landowner voluntarily chose to 
fence off a portion of the most western parcel of his property so it can naturally revert back to     
salt-march habitat. The area is doing well and wetland species continue to establish in the area. 

Offield Creek Riparian Enhancement Project 

Figure 1. (left) Pre-
Project Photo from August, 
2016, shows the riparian 
condition pre-project.  This 
photo was taken during 
fence construction. The 
vegetation consisted of 
primarily reed canary grass 
and Himalayan blackberry. 
Some of the overhanging 
grasses provided a little 
shade to the creek, but 
there was no woody tree or 
shrub component. 

Figure 2. (Right) This photo, 
taken from roughly the same 
angle in July 2020 , shows  
significant improvement in the  
riparian community after four 
years post-fencing and planting. 
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Coos Soil & Water Conservation District Project Updates - Two Years Later 

Offield Creek Riparian Enhancement Project cont. 

Figure 3. Pre-Project view of    
Offield Creek  riparian condition
(7/29/2016) 

Figure 4. Photo taken at approximately 1-year                 
post-implementation (15 months after planting). 
Planted riparian vegetation is entering its second 

growing season. 

Figure 5. (left) The stream is 
now mostly shaded by overhanging 
grass and herbaceous vegetation, 
and the cottonwoods  continue to 
grow and are already providing 
some shade. We hope that as the 
cottonwoods and willows continue 
to grow and shade the stream, they 
will reduce the amount of reed 
canary growing in and around the 
channel. Riparian  plantings are in 
their fourth season of growth. 
Approx. 40 months  post-planting. 
(7/20/20) 
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Coos Soil & Water Conservation District Project Updates - Two Years Later 
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Offield Creek Riparian Enhancement Project cont. 

Figure 6. (left) This project was the 
site of a tide gate removal and culvert 
upgrade initiated by the County Road 
Department in 2016-17. Since 
installation of a larger pipe, the 
channel has begun flushing 
sediments and carving a more 
defined network in the lower portion 
of the pasture. This photo shows the 
new culvert and salt marsh tidal 
habitat post-fencing. (05/2018) 

WILLOWS 

Figure 7. Culvert and salt marsh tidal habitat after 2 years of fencing. Willows planted 
in 2017 are approximately ��-���¶��tall. Trees planted in the portion of the project area are 
growing slightly slower due to the saltwater influence on incoming tides (7/20/2020) 


